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Bethpage Helps Vietnam Vet’s Family Realize His Dream
By Funding LIE Sign Directing Travelers to Vietnam Veterans Memorial

Bethpage, NY, November 27, 2012. Vietnam War veteran George Cressy would have been pleased today.
After many years of trying to have a traffic sign erected on the Long Island Expressway directing
travelers to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, his daughter Katie Cressy Heaviside today saw his dream
realized thanks to her efforts after his death last year and thanks to the generosity of Bethpage Federal
Credit Union.
Awarded a Bronze Star for heroism in Vietnam in the Battle of Dak To, Cressy returned to Long Island
and remained active in the 1980’s veteran movement to assert pride in Vietnam War service. He was also
a member of the committee that erected the Vietnam Veterans Memorial at Bald Hill in Farmingville,
NY. While happy that a memorial existed, Cressy was troubled that there was no sign on the Long Island
Expressway at Exit 63 directing travelers to the memorial. He met with opposition from the Department
of Transportation, primarily due to the fact that an organization had to commit to the cost of the sign and
its yearly upkeep, and the issue was still not resolved at the time of his death last year. Bethpage Federal
Credit Union, many of whose members are veterans, offered to pick up all costs.
“My Dad was a person who never gave up. He was determined to get a sign erected after the memorial
was built, but sadly he died before seeing his dream come to fruition. I think he would be happy to see
that I inherited his stubborn streak and did not give up. Thankfully, Bethpage Federal Credit Union also
believed in this. All in all, I think my Dad would be proud of our efforts today,” said Katie Cressy
Heaviside.
Notes Bethpage Federal Credit Union President/CEO Kirk Kordeleski, whose father served in World War
II, the Korean War and Vietnam, “Today is about recognizing veterans who served in Vietnam and
Vietnam veteran George Cressy who wouldn’t let go of his dream. Bethpage recognizes the sacrifices
that all veterans have made, and continue to make, to ensure the many freedoms we enjoy and we are
pleased to lend our support in whatever way we can.”

Bethpage Federal Credit Union is a not-for-profit financial cooperative, existing solely to serve its
members and has experienced rapid growth in recent years to become a strong alternative to banks.
Bethpage was approved for the largest federal community charter in the U.S. in 2003 and now is Long
Island’s largest credit union and leading community financial institution with over 205,000 members, 26
branches and 60 shared service center locations throughout Nassau and Suffolk Counties. As a financial
cooperative, Bethpage offers better rates, lower fees and a full menu of personal and commercial
financial services.
Bethpage maintains branch locations in Bay Shore, Bay Shore King Kullen, Bethpage, Central Islip,
Commack King Kullen, Elmont, Farmingdale, Freeport, Glen Cove, Hempstead, Huntington, Levittown
King Kullen, Lynbrook, Massapequa, Melville, Mineola, North Babylon, Patchogue, Port Jefferson,
Riverhead, Seaford, Smithtown, Roosevelt, West Babylon and Westbury with over 425 surcharge-free
ATMs in King Kullen, 7-Eleven, CVS Pharmacy and Costco locations throughout Long Island. For more
information, call 1-800-628-7070 or visit www.bethpagefcu.com.
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Photo caption:
Pictured (l. to r.) with a replica of the LIE sign are Katie Cressy Heaviside, Bethpage Federal Credit
Union President/CEO Kirk Kordeleski, Veteran Jerry Busic, Suffolk County Veterans Service Agency
Director Thomas Ronayne and Veteran Gene Smith.

